INHIAN RECREATIONS.                    Ill

feruccs are oftener devoted to the prieftr, than the
driiits to whom they are conlccratcd*   Their tem-
ples tliemlblvcs contain images of creative power, and
of fecundity too grofs for description*    Similar re-
prJl'iitations arc alfo difplayed by their images, that
arc drawn through the ftrccts, amidft the dancing^
noife and acclamations of the multitude.   The Ruth
Jatra, or riding of the Gods, is at once cruel and
indecent; their carriage, of immenfe weight and fiz$9
is iupported <<n fixu.cn \vheelr, and drawn along by
thouiiuuU; of fanatics, many of \\hom fall down be-
low i*s \\hcels, and are inftantly, as they believe, in
pofleiSon of a bkflol immortality.    Though it, per-
haps, would be wrong to fuppofe-, that fuch rejjrdTen*-
tations convey the fame grofs and indelkate concep-
tions to the minds of the natives, that they muft do
to thofc of Europeans* there can hardly remain a
doubt that they affect the purity of tfeeir morals*   A
Roman would certainly rttura to mix in fociety>
with no advantage to his morals, after celebrating
the orgies of Bacchus, or the impure ceremonies of
the Bona Dea: neither can an Hindoo enter his fa-*
inily with any refiaed notions of continence and felf-
denial, after beholding the lafeivious geftures of the
and the indecent attitudes of the images h$
been worffaipping.   To affirm this would twss to
aflert, that our minds are neither affe&ed with what
we fee* Bor what we do.   The MujfiTulmans &re ad*
di&ed to every fpecies of indulgence and debauchery*
in a remarkable degree; and if the Hindoos are not
equally fo* it fa ciiipSy to be afcribed to their early
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